THE 


Northeastern Bird-Banding Association 


No. 


October 1927 


Vol. 111 


NESTLING LAUGHING GULL 


See Page 107 


if 
j 


Nog 


NORTHEASTERN BIRD-BANDING ASSOCIATION 
STREET, Room 1045 


Mass. 


Francis ALLEN, Mass., President 
FLETCHER, Mass. 


Francis New Hampshire 
Mrs. Recording Secretary 
Secretary and Treasurer 


COUNCILORS 


Mass. 

Dr. May, Mass. 

Quebee 

WENDELL Vermont 

Mel. Quebec 


Editor, WHITTLE 


Subseriptions the Bulletin are offered one dollar and twenty-five 
South Street, Boston, Mass. 


BULLETIN 


THE 


NORTHEASTERN BIRD-BANDING ASSOCIATION 


FURTHER STUDIES PROTOCALLIPHORA 
INFESTING NESTLING BIRDS 


CHARLES JOHNSON 
Boston Society Natural History 


THE study the blood-sucking larva fly Protocalliphora and 
its injury nestling birds was continued this season (1927). 
Through the kind assistance several friends interested 
studying and banding birds, have obtained much valuable 
data bearing the subject. 

May 14th, Mr. Smith obtained Needham, 
Massachusetts, fourteen larve 
form from Bluebird pupated May 17th 
and 18th and June 38rd two flies emerged, with six more 
the following day. May Mr. Lester Smith re- 
ported three dead Bluebirds nest Babson Park, Massa- 
chusetts. brought the nest, containing seventeen 
puparia, from which emerged, June and 12th, six 
specimens splendida sialia. parasitism the 
pupa the fly was observed either case. 

Mr. Smith was then called away, but his return 
and Mr. Smith collected all the abandoned nests 
Bluebirds and Tree Swallows from the various nesting-boxes 
Babson Park. These numbered, and after the flies and 
parasites had emerged, examined and counted the puparia 
each nest. The nests were received July 6th, and while 
the flies had emerged most cases, the puparia from which 
flies had emerged and those from which parasites had issued 
were readily separated. 

Bluebird nest No. contained twenty-two puparia from 
which flies emerged July 13th, forty-one puparia from 
which flies did not emerge, and sixty-seven puparia that were 
parasitized the small chalcid 
total one hundred and thirty. This shows parasitism 
over 51%. This nest was also infested large number 
fleas. 
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Bluebird nest No. contained thirty-seven puparia from 
which flies had emerged, nine from which flies did not emerge, 
and twenty-one that were parasitized the above named 
chaleid, total sixty-seven with parasitism 31%. 
small tachinid fly, Plectops Mall. was the jar. 
Whether had parasitized pupa Protocalliphora cannot 
say. Probably its host was some other insect that had 
entered the nest. 

Bluebird nest No. contained twenty-two puparia from 
which flies had emerged, three from which flies did not emerge, 
and twenty-five that were parasitized the above mentioned 
chaleid, parasitism 50%. Two small tachinid flies ap- 
peared the jar July and one July 12th, the same species 

Bluebird nest No. contained nine puparia from which 
flies had emerged, six from which flies did not emerge, and 
sixteen that were parasitized the above mentioned 
total thirty-one with parasitism 51%. 

Bluebird nest No. dead birds were this nest and 
about one-half the puparia were small, probably owing 
the death the birds having cut off the food-supply the 
larve, maggots. One small fly emerged. From eight 
puparia (six small) flies emerged, and sixty-nine puparia 
(twenty-four small) were parasitized, total seven-eight, 

Tree Swallow nest No. From the puparia this nest 
there emerged from July 9th 12th, eleven flies representing 
the same form those frequenting the Bluebird nests, 
splendida sialia. From nineteen puparia flies emerged 
and fifty-nine were parasitized the same that was 
obtained from the puparia the Bluebird nests. This nest 
shows parasitism over The nest also contained 
number fleas. 

Tree Swallow nest No. This nest contained dead bird. 
From five puparia flies had emerged, from twelve these 
flies did not emerge, and forty-nine parasitized, total 
sixty-six, showing parasitism over 78%. 

Tree Swallow nest No. had emerged from only six 
the fifty puparia and only five were parasitized. 

Tree Swallow nest No.4. dead bird box. From two 
puraria flies did not emerge and nine were parasitized. 

One the most interesting examples, representing new 
host for the fly, was collected Mr. Higgins, Rock, 
Massachusetts, June letter says: enclosed 
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criminals are guilty murder; they caused the death two 
voung Crested make the count ninety-five 
[maggots] and lost several. Taken from first 
When received the box July 5th most the 
larve had pupated, and many had foreed their way through 
the cloth covering the could count only seventy-one. 
July twenty-four flies emerged, fourteen which 
were males, and the 15th, five (one forty-two 
the puparia, flies failed emerge. was 
noticed. see character that would separate these from 
the splendida sialia infesting the Bluebirds. 

July 19th Mr. Higgins sent Bluebird’s nest taken 
Rock, Thirteen flies emerged from July 25th 
28th, from forty-eight the puparia flies failed emerge, 
and fifty par asitized, showing 
This nest was alive with fleas, one hundred and forty being 
taken actual count, while several escaped. The fleas in- 
creased numbers after the was received. 

The most interesting nest obtained was that the Black- 
throated Blue Warbler (Dendroica Ash- 
land, H., Mrs. Richard Harding. The 
flies were emerging when received the nest, August 4th, and 
fifteen (six males and nine females) appeared that day, and 
the 5th, nineteen (three males and sixteen females). One 
female emerged the 9th. There were thirty-eight puparia 
the nest with evidence parasitism. The flies from 
this nest were all typical splendida, and this fact seems 
disprove sexual dichromatism, and 
Dobroscky( Journ. Washington Acad. 17, 248, 1921) 
least confutes its constancy. While the covering 
the thorax less evident the male than the female, 
the abdomen both are alike, blush pollinose, with the last 
segment coppery. This may, however, only local phase 
this widely distributed species. 

letter dated May 26th from Miss Helen Robinson, 
Brewer, Maine, reports the death nestling Bluebirds. 
week later Miss Robinson sent the nest, but not all it. 
The result was only one the common blue-bottle flies, 
Calliphora vomitoria var. nigribarbis, secondary fly, attracted 
the dead birds. The maggots Protocalliphora the 
very base the nest pupate, and therefore necessary 
secure the entire nest and even the loose material which 
built, obtain all the larve pupe. Later Miss 
Robinson wrote: found family young Tree Swallows 
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went band them they were all dead the suppose 
the Protocalliphora had been work, but was next im- 
possible get the nest and 

Under date received letter from Mr. 
Forbush containing two pressed larve Proto- 
calliphora taken from bird-box North Middleboro, Massa- 
chusetts. There were two dead Bluebirds the nest and 
many fleas. 

With the above facts hand, the question is: are these 
sufficient prove that are. common the 
nests birds, the rarely taken the field, flowers, 
sweeping, many the other muscids are, that little 
knowledge can gained their abundance the past 
from the various collections. Henshaw reported 
1908 that seven the eight nestling Bluebirds two 
sive broods Wellesley Hills, Massachusetts, were destroyed 
this fly, but little attention was paid the matter this 
section until last vear. 

Thanks some the members the Northeastern Bird- 
Banding Association, are now realizing the importance 
more thorough study this Watching the nestling 
birds able band them they are leaving the 
nest, they have this enormous which 
otherwise would have been overlooked, for the 
the past has been not disturb the nests distress the 
birds. 

Mr. Lester Smith says that least the nestling 
Bluebirds and Tree Swallows have been this season 
Babson Park, Massachusetts, and the above data seem 
that the this fly responsible. 

There are many things take into consideration con- 
nection with study this fly. what extent the fly 
usually parasitized, and the number parasites this year 
deemed necessary keep injurious insect under control. 
The above figures show only two cases where the 
approaches that figure. Can this the cause the inerease 
this Most the nests here recorded were taken from 
bird-houses. Are these more seriously infested the 
this fly, and the parasites less effective than nests 
cavities hollow tree limb often damper than 
bird-house, thus offering better condition for 
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daceous insects that may possibly feed the this fly. 
Are the flies more abundant during cool, wet summer than 
during warm, dry June this was cold and 
wet. Did this have tendeney lessen the vitality the 
nestlings, making them more susceptible injury from the 
maggots and thus increasing the what extent 
are the nests Starlings infested this fly, and there 
possibility that this introduced bird causing 
this fly? 

The only thing that can suggest present check the 
increase this fly thoroughly clean the bird-houses after 
the nestlings have flown and burn the contents. This should 
done especially after the first brood, when there little 
parasitism the puparia. After the brood 
probably best not disturb the nest until the parasites have 
emerged, this parasite, undoubtedly, which times 
keeps this fly under control. Take for example Bluebird nest 
No. with sixty-nine that were parasitized. year 
counted the parasites and found that about twelve issued 
from each pupa. This would make over eight hundred that 
issue from the sixty-nine 

Not being attracted, apparently, either sweets carrion, 
many the other muscids are, bait attract the flies can 
suggested. The females apparently hibernate, probably 
hollow trees and other sheltered places, and the spring 
deposit their eggs the nests birds. many the birds 
are double-brooded, there are also two generations flies. 
That the the flies are more abundant the nests 
the second broods than the first shown comparing the 
Bluebird nests collected May with those taken July. 
The nest taken May 14th contained fourteen and that 
May seventeen. the other hand, Bluebird nest 
No. taken July 6th, contained one hundred and thirty and 
the nest Mr. Higgins, Rock, Massachu- 
setts, July 21, 1926, contained one hundred and fifty-four larve. 
Another interesting feature that the parasites the fly were 
apparently absent the first broods the nests taken May 
and but Bluebird nests Nos. there was 
This being about below what required keep under 
control injurious insect may for the 
this fly. 

here wish extend sincere thanks all who have 
aided furnishing material paper, and trust 
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further cooperation may able obtain more knowledge 
the life-history this great enemy our nestling birds, 
thereby enabling adopt feasible methods for its control. 


NOTES THE PRENUPTIAL MOULT THE TREE 
SPARROW 


WENDELL SMITH 


For several years Tree Sparrows monticola) 
have wintered Wells River, Vermont, visiting station 
frequently from the time their arrival December the 
time their departure Until the melting the 
snow March, the species with rare exceptions daily 
visitor, spending much time the station area; but with the 
exposure the ground, new sourees food-supply are 
doubtless rivalling attractiveness that supplied 
the traps. This results somewhat lessened and 
much less time spent the station. 

Another difficulty hampering consecutive 
the ability some individuals find their way out through 
the funnels the sparrow trap, coupled with avoidance 
other types traps. 

These records cover period three years and deal with 
thirty-one individuals, but owning the foregoing reasons, 
and perhaps others, they are fragmentary. one 
individual (No. 127125) has the process moult been followed 
from completion, and that daily observa- 
tions were impossible, there are many gaps the record. 
Nevertheless, these records, despite their incompleteness, may 
have some value. 

Dwight Sequence Plumages and Moults the 
Passerine Birds New York’’, 198, says the prenuptial 
plumage changes the Tree Sparrow: nuptial plumage 
edgings back becoming grayish and the chestnut every- 
where slightly New feathers regularly grow the 
March, but apparently not other tracts, and their 
appearance some other species, additions 
rather than moult, for they are few number. 

March 1927, examining No. 127125, “repeat’’, 
found one active follicle the individual was not 
taken again until March when great many functioning 
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follicles were found, not only the chin but also the 
throat and cicumocular region. that 
perhaps two thirds the feathers the chin and upper throat 
were April Ist few more active follicles were 
noticed the forehead. feathers were observed 
throat from which the vanes had not emerged from the 
shaft, although still far from fully April 17th, 
the development most the new feathers was complete 
and only six active follicles were counted—all the cireum- 
ocular region. Evidently No. 127125 and the other indivi- 
duals the wintering group began their northward migration 
the night April 17th, they were not retaken nor were 
they seen about the station after that date. 

Unfortunately, was unable secure full the 
process any other individual, yet there are some interesting 
facts disclosed the partial records. The the 
process did not take place the same time the different 
individuals the wintering flock. The first functioning 
follicles appeared No. 43559 February 16, 1927, but No. 
181435, taken the same day, showed none, and was not 
until March Ist, that the first few were observed. Wide 
differences between individuals were noticed throughout the 
period, but all those individuals the wintering groups 
taken just before their disappearance, April 17th, the process 
was nearly not wholly completed. 

There seem seasonal variations the time the 
beginning the moult. The first evidences were observed 
March 1925, March 15, 1926, and February 16, 
1927. all these dates individuals were taken which 
indication moulting was detected. one instance, only 
one four individuals showed evidence the process, al- 
though, the others, those taken later showed 
activity. 

all the individuals under observation, the change was 
quite extensive the chin and upper throat, less lower 
throat and circumocular region, and slight the forehead 
and the auricular region. 

There have been accompanying changes other parts 
the plumage, evidently accomplished wear, particularly 
the median gray line the crown, present the winter 
which disappears. The evidences wear are 
visible somewhat earlier than ecdysis. 

One the mysteries the season was No. 
individual was banded April 17th. Moulting appeared 
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its height and bare areas were visible chin and 
throat. 

stated above, the wintering Tree Sparrows evidently 
left the night April 17th. During the two days preceding, 
the groups (for there were two, one consisting seven in- 
dividuals, the other early the winter four but later re- 
duced two, each which when leaving the station for the 
was seen keep separate) spent most the day the 
trap area, but after the 17th, none the species was seen until 
the when one individual appeared. April 29th one Tree 
Sparrow was seen about the station and was finally caught. 
practically completed. This individual repeated again 
May 2nd, for the last time, and more Tree Sparrows were 
seen. Was this individual migrant, and had begun 
its northward movement after moulting had commenced? 
winter resident, why had the process been long delayed? 
not venture the opinion that No. 495901 was the sole 
representative the species the vicinity during the period 
April 18th May 2d, but daily search failed reveal 
others. 

Moulting believed completed before migration 
begins. The fact that the wintering groups had completed 
the moult before disappearance, and also the fact that several 
individuals banded during April and presumed birds 
passage revealed evidence moulting, seem harmonize 
with this theory. find any category for No. 495901. 

The most interesting features bird-banding 
problems which are constantly arising and which challenge 
time and thought for their solution. 

Wells River, Vermont, August 10, 1927. 


THERE NORTHERN RACE THE ROBIN? 


MAGEE 


October 1924, sent the Biological Survey the follow- 

our adult summer Robins leave 
during the latter part August. the time they leave 
they not show any conspicuous white eye-markings. The 
Robins that come down from the North later are usually 
small flocks and the great majority the adult birds show 
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very conspicuous, wide, and almost completely white eye-ring. 
would obliged you would let know most fall 
Robins further south show this conspicuous white eye-ring. 
See Robin card No. Under date October 10, 1924, 
received the following 

“With reference your inquiry regarding the 
ring that you have observed some fall Robins, are unable 
give you very definite information. species, this bird 
subject great deal variation, which far has not 
been detemined due either age sex, although 
course the male birds are usually more highly colored and they 
average somewhat larger. extensive series these 
birds, almost every intermediate stage can detected and 
will noted that some birds have practically eye-ring 
all, while others have the complete and conspicuous mar 
which you refer. were true that this eye-ring were 
feature the northern birds, would sufficient charae- 
teristic warrant their separation subspecies. Questions 
this kind will, hope, definitely settled through the 
continued application the bird-banding method.” 

Mr. Forbush wrote under date May 24, 1927: 
have always thought that probably there was Northern 
Robin, but whether such fact ean established not 
know.’ 

When Mr. Breckenridge, the Zoological 
University Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota, was here 
couple years ago, his attention these late fall 
white-eye-ringed Robins, and under date 
referred the matter follows: also have noted the 
arrival recently the white-eve-ringed Sep- 
tember 22, 1927, this type Robin again appeared 
station, the first one the season. 

With these fall Robins, the white eve-ring very 
ous, being chalk-white. The birds are also heavy and large. 

The note No. 269821, above referred to, is: 
above and below very distinct. little 
appears very wide and conspicuous white 
many birds the line above broken directly above the eye, 
but line extends front and back eve, and partial white 
line below. 

These late fall Robins seem have quite distinet 
cast color from our summer birds. would say that they 
were grayer above, and most them have quite distinet 
olive cast the back and rump. 
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Regarding eye-rings nesting Robins, the following 
five this character adult nesting birds, taken 
from are offered, the dates denoting the time 
year the observations were made: 


June Adult Line above and below not very heavy and 
gray color, white. 

June Adult Dull gray eve-ring, not very heavy. 

June Adult Dull gray heavy. 

Adult Almost and that dull gray. 

Adult Not much eye-ring and that dull gravish-white. 


not find any young Robins with really white eye-ring. 
get some with whitish eye-ring (whitish gray dull gray), 
usually more less tinged with reddish buff. However, the 
great majority have more less eye-ring reddish buff, 
markings head and breast the Dr. Dwight, 
his paper Sequence Plumages and under 
Robin, Page 313, states the juvenal plumage, 
“Obseure superciliary line ochraceous buff, orbital ring 

Ridgway, “Birds North and Middle Part 
IV, 98, after the white mark the posterior half 
the upper eyelid the Robin and the “blunt 
the lower eyelid, remarks, describing the young, 
adults, but *** the white orbital markings less sharply 
defined,sometimes 


Saulte Ste. Michigan, September 1927. 


ENGLISH SPARROW CONTROL 
HOFFMAN 


THE chart represents the average movement 
adult and young English Sparrows for twelve months into 
territory adjacent trapping and banding station which 
maintained sparrowless, far this species concerned, 
continuous trapping. The Sparrows are trapped early 
morning soon possible thereafter depending 
weather conditions. The chart shows results three years 
trapping, including 182 adult male, 187 adult female, and 
1189 immature birds. Screech Owls and Sparrow Hawks 
assist reducing the numbers House Sparrows, while 
Crows from the County Park Rocky River, two miles west, 
take many nestlings the spring. 
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banding station situated Lakewood, Ohio, 
having population thousand and having mostly 
detached houses. adjoins Cleveland the west. 
The station about feet from the edge the 
south shore Lake 

The Sparrow population reduced zero February and 
not mere than four five stragglers arriving during 
each these months. Beginning April and continuing 
through movement adult Sparrows into this vaeant 
These birds are trapped 
July and August flocks immature House Sparrows 
numbering hundred more move irregularly along the 
lake-shore. 

Observations these indicate that the House Sparrow 
adapting its diet the change brought about the almost 
complete elimination horse-drawn traffie cities, this 
period they feed and mayflies which comefrom the 
lake such numbers mistaken times for clouds 
smoke over buildings. That the Sparrows are foreed 
this diet, however, shown their preference for grain 
the station. That probable that the movement the 
Sparrow along the lake-shore due the appearance 
the mayflies indicated the that day-by-day count 
these insects per square foot surface forms 
curve when platted and averaged over period vears similar 
the curve total Sparrows trapped. The peak the curve 
for mayflies, however, several weeks previous that for 
Sparrows. The coming the causes 
the numbers large spiders, which are later diligently sought 
out the Sparrows places where the native birds will not 
venture. 

birds the and partly older birds, oceurs October 
and November. 

The south shore Lake Erie this point migration 
route eastward the spring for the larger birds such Crows, 
shown observations, and also for the Cedar Point 
region, pointed out Lynds Jones, (See Wilson Bulletin 
for 1910, Old Series, Vol. 31), while for the 
Common ‘Tern the movement westward 
Frederick states that returns this species date 
eastward movement the fall (See Bul. North- 
Bird-Banding Association, Vol. No. 26). 
The smaller birds, however, including White-throated and 
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White-crowned Sparrows, Juncos, and Kinglets, which might 
expected follow the shore-line, fly directly across the lake. 

Sparrows are caught drop traps made four eight 
mesh hardware cloth with the margins folded over four inches 
form the sides the feed placed the 
traps the night before. 

one nature’s most types birds, this species, 
the writer least, one the most interesting. 
its success new territory may due the 
roving instinet the immature flocking 
instinet, doubt means the survival more the young 
birds than otherwise would the case, since their collective 
sense sight and hearing compensates part for their inex- 
perience. The trapping the immature birds, however, 
effective immediate results account this flocking 
instinet. 

Trapping this wary and most intelligent the Sparrows, 
species ordinarily trap-shy, best done the winter time 
after period snow-covered trapping will 
eliminate some the birds which other seasons will not 
approach the station. regard the trapping the young 
birds July and August most important controlling 
their numbers, since single pair 
possible fifteen twenty descendants during the coming 


1041 Forest Cliff Drive, Lakewood, Ohio. 


TREE SWALLOW HABITS AND BEHAVIOR 
BREWER, MAINE 


HELEN ROBINSON 


Two adult Tree Swallows bicolor) and four 
young were banded this station last year, but not one the 
six which came station April and 18, 1927, wore 
band. Except for being unbanded they appeared much 
like last year’s group, also six individuals!, that should have 
thought them the same birds. 

the time their arrival this year, two Bluebirds had been 
here month, and they had already four inches nesting- 
material Box which within fifty feet Boxes and 
All three boxes were jealously guarded these Bluebirds, 


1 See my account of the activities of these birds in the Bulletin of this Association for April 
1927——*Experiences with Nesting Chipping Sparrows and Tree Swallows,”’ pp. 42-44. 
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which drove away the prospecting Swallows 
the Swallows had ejected the House Sparrows 1926. The 
Bluebirds kept vigilant lookout from their own tree, 
young oak, and watched the Swallows circle about the other 
boxes. When the Swallows seemed about enter, one 
both Bluebirds charged them, straight arrow. The mere 
sight the enemy was usually enough put the Swallows 
flight, circling and screaming they retreated short dis- 
tance, but returning soon the coast seemed clear. Some- 
times Swallows flew bravely attack the Bluebird, but such 
birds were always borne earth the larger bird, which then 
tweaked the victim’s crown feathers without mercy. 

This year put two new boxes greater distance 
from the old boxes, hoping for harmony. One was disre- 
garded, but the other was taken pair House Sparrows, 
which punished the Swallows the same way the Bluebirds 
were doing. that time the female Bluebird was incubating, 
took down the two new houses and assisted the Swallows 
driving the male Bluebird away, soon having pair Tree 
Swallows established Box 

Meanwhile the usual internal warfare among the Swallows 
themselves beginning the day arrival 
and continuing full calendar month. Although five six 
birds were about, the struggle was principally between Pair 
and Pair Pair which finally nested Box was most 
aggressive, not only driving the other Tree Swallows from 
Box but alighting often upon near Box and guarding 
from all comers. Occasionally they clashed mid air; could 
never see whether they locked bills grasped crown-feathers, 
but the encounter was always very short, the birds ascending 
little distance and then separating. Every fair morning 
daybreak the circling and screaming began, lasting, usual, 
until ten eleven o’clock, when the contestants disappeared 
until the next fair day. 

Until May 23d had seemed Pair would surely take 
Box Although they did building, they played about the 
house continually until the 23d, when they disappeared, 
leaving Pair nest alone. 

The female was three weeks work the nest, from May 
tth 25th. Much dull, cold, and rainy weather may have 
caused the delay building, for such days the pair failed 
appear. May 20th, however, both birds stayed about 
the nest until dark for the first time. Ist there were 
three eggs, but the following night the nest was robbed, prob- 
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ably red squirrel. The next morning the female deposited 
one more egg and abandoned the Bluebirds, having 
raised brood, had just left Box which was cleaned, and 
two more days this box was taken the Swallows. Four 
days were required for the second nest-building, the female 
doing all the work. week later the clutch five eggs was 
completed, and the last egg from clutch was marked and 
added the others. This egg hatched, though two other eggs 
were infertile. 

During the period incubation the male was very devoted. 
rarely entered the box, but always mounted guard outside 
the perch while mate foraged. sunset, while the 
female was sitting inside, often took his post the 
perch, but slipped away soon the stars appeared. When 
the young hatched, hung the entrance, seemingly much 
interested and very curious, but there parental concern ended. 
apparently disappeared completely after few days, 
leaving his mate care for the young. One the nestlings 
died, probably during the extreme heat mid-July, but the 
others were banded, and left the nest good condition. 

When the nestlings were about two weeks old, family 
recently fledged Tree Swallows wandered into our vicinity, 
and, hearing the incessant cries our own nestlings for food, 
they were attracted the box. After much listening and 
curious peering within the door, one them length went 
inside. The mother flew the box with food and went in, 
then came out, and flew away, but still the caller 
approached quietly and looked in. The sat the 
edge the nest, making himself very much 
took him out gently and banded him, and although did not 
reenter the box afterwards, took three other visitors, all 
doubtless one brood, the same way. The busy mother 
did not seem all troubled the voung visitors, and allowed 
them about the tree and the nest with her voung with equal 
unconcern. 

The male the nesting pair was shy that escaped 
unbanded, but the female was banded, well two other 
prospecting Swallows (probably females), three nestlings, and 
the four visiting fledglings just described. 

The tabulated account which follows the daily record 
the pair Tree Swallows nesting here. The record, with 
few very slight changes, just wrote from day 
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1927 


Arrival 


First prospect 
Banded 
Building 
nest 
oe oe 
1 


inches 


Rox half full 


Prospecting 

Building 

Half full 

All lined 

Egg from 
other 

Hatching 


Young peeping 
Young banded 
Young door 
Young flying 
One found dead 
box 
Unbroken egg 
fell from bot- 
tom nest 
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and four others 

Female, May 

(few straws) 

May 

May 

May 

Rainy days 

May 

May 25—five 

Disappeared 

June 

June 28—three out 
four 
July 


The following tables show the nesting activities two 


pairs Tree Swallows 


Arrival April 
Prospecting April 
Female banded May 
Male banded June 
Building Nest May 


ring two successive nesting seasons: 
1926 Pair 1927 Pair 
Male April 17; 
Female and others. 


April and 
May 


and 


May 
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Egg May night 
Egg June June 
Hatching June June 28-29 
Young banded June July 
Young flying July 10-11 July 


From these tables, have extracted the following contrast- 
ing facts regarding the behavior the two pairs Tree 
Swallows: 

1926 pair was here days before building. 

1926 pair built first nest days. 

pair worked continuously for days (May 23). 

1927 pair worked intermittently for days (May 17), then 
continuously May and 20th and 21st were rainy. 
but continuous work was resumed the 22nd. 

nesting activity. 

pairs, for different reasons, built second nests same length 
days. 

exceptional case, days. 

1926 pair incubated from last egg laid 


Part the 1926 young remained nest and part 


Earlier arrival means earlier nesting. 
Brewer, Maine, August, 1927. 


CHEWINK RETURN RECORDS MARTHA’S 
VINEYARD DURING 1927 


ALLAN KENISTON 


this Bulletin for October, 1926, page 87, note appeared 
giving some details Chewink returns: namely, fourteen 
out total fifty-one banded previous 1926, 27.40 
percent. the twenty Chewinks banded 1926, thirteen 
were males. During that year secured three returns banded 
1923 and eleven returns birds banded 1925. 

During the current year, October Ist, have banded 
thirty-one new Chewinks (Pipilo erythrophthalmus). The 
first one was banded May 2d, male, and the next fourteen 


The 1926 young, as shown by table, were two days leaving the nest. The 1927 young left 
nest the same day, but were two days hatching. 
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banded were also males, omitting one female return. The 
1927 returning numbering fifteen, appear below 
tabulated form: 


2,1923 May 11,1925 May May 17, 1927 
72977 20,1925 May 13, 1927 

355505 14.1925 May 1927 

72990 May 16,1925 June 1927 

Aug. 1,1925 June 12, 1927 


Totals 


will noted that the fifteen returning birds eleven 
were males. This ratio eleven males four females 
maintained approximately the new Chewinks banded during 
1926 and 1927. have explanation offer why this so. 

Attention called the records the first three birds 
the table, all banded 1923. These three were recorded 
1925!, one each three successive days May. Similarly 
the same three birds were taken 1926, also 
May,—100 percent the and gratifying 
and significant that again 100 per were alive reappear 
Returns—3 1927. two these birds were adults 
when banded, they are now least five years old, and their 
survival year after year with break their ranks justifies 
the belief that with increasing years comes increasing ability 
escape the hazards which destroy many birds during 
their first fall and winter. 

Chewinks feed from very early morning until becomes 
dark that difficult for the observer sure what species 
the trap. 

The songs the many Chewinks about station during 
May and June form fine chorus. spite the heat 
some June days, from the tips the trees comes the song 


1 My station was not operated during 1924. 
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the Chewink which others have said sounds like the words 
the last word prolonged with several e’s. 
have often admired their courage, have never known 
day summer too hot for them sing their song all through 
the day. 

This past season have used home-made pull- 
string trap, having three use and times four. Two were 
set the ground, and two were off the ground four and five 
five feet. did not notice that any choice was shown for 
either location. All traps were tended tripped from the 
windows house. used what commonly called 
grain stores and times the intermediate 
grade called “intermediate chick Chewinks seemed 
very fond the ingredients with the the 
wheat. 

submitting these notes should stated that the time 
spent banding work necessity very limited, 
fact which explains failure discuss other obvious aspects 
the large number Chewinks nesting about station 
and generally the eastern part this island. 


Heath Hen Reservation, Martha’s Massachusetts. 


NOTES THE DEVELOPMENT YOUNG 
COMMON AND ROSEATE TERNS 


CHARLES FLOYD 


the past three years work among the Common 
and Roseate Terns (Sterna hirundo and dougalli) Tern 
Island, Chatham, Massachusetts, has had with their 
breeding-habits and the banding large numbers the young. 
This year (1927) study was made which matters 
feather-growth and the weight developing young from the 
time they emerged from the shell until was impossible 
find them. All plumage-changes were noted the time 
each weighing, which took place every morning near the 
same hour possible. was particularly difficult secure 
the young for observation and weighing after they were week 
old even less, for many instances they desert the nest 
within twenty-four hours their birth and found only 
after diligent search among the beach grass. therefore, 
they were rediscovered daily, was matter good fortune, 
for satisfactory plan was found which they could 
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confined restrained which would not alarm the parent birds 
cause them desert the The inclination wander 
increased the developed, and after the first week 
spent from two three hours each morning hands and 
knees searching for them, carefully examining many young 
Terns banded during previous days. 

Nests Roseates were mingled with the Common, and the 
young both species rested under tussocks grass huddled 
nesting-hollows the sand. 

adjustable sensitive grams, was used weighing 
the voung birds studied detail, and colored bands were used 
for their ready identification. When weighing young Tern 
the bird was placed small box resting the seale pan 
platform, one end which was open, the cover being securely 
fastened. Under these conditions remained quite motion- 
less. bands, size three, were used, colored follows: 
Three red, three blue, three green, and one yellow. 

The red bands were placed young Common Terns, the 
only occupants the nests. Each bird had just hatched, and 
weighed ten grams. The nests they were 
the open and were surrounded other nests. Near was 
nest containing bird doubtless hatched the previous day and 
one just hatched and drying the sun, together with egg. 
They weighed follows: 


Oldest bird (one day old) grams 
Smallest bird (just hatehed) 
Weight egg 


addition the systematic weighingof the three 
Terns that received the colored bands, ten nearby nests, 
just hatched, were found average ten grams. 

The background color the upper parts the young 
Common Terns while the downy state varied from buff 
deeper yellow, with varying shades brown blackish, 
producing mottled effect. The legs and feet differ with 
individual birds from pale yellowish pink deep salmon. 
The claws are black and the bills are light pink the base, 
shading black near the tip, with small white spot the 
extreme end the upper presumably the mark left 
the discarded “egg 

The eyes newly hatched birds are open, but the birds 
not appear see very well, taking little notice what goes 
about them. When they hatched hot day under 
burning sun, upon cold day with strong chilling wind, 
many them, upon drying, left the nest and crawled the 
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shade the tall grass under anything hand that afforded 
shelter. They made outery when handled. The empty 
shells were removed once the parent birds. 

The second morning the marked nests, which had contained 
three young Terns wearing red colored bands, were again 
visited, but great disappointment birds with colored 
bands could found. With the assistance helper, the 
ground was carefully searched within radius thirty feet 
from the nests, and though was comparatively open, the 
young Terns were not found this time during many 
subsequent visits, excepting one, number 404753, which was 
recovered July nine days This bird, weighing 
sixty-eight grams, was thirty feet from the was not 
seen again. The banded young, this instance, however, 
the neighboring nests were still present. Considering the 
age the lost young birds (only twenty-four hours old) and 
their lack strength, seems verv improbable that they 
could have crawled away and hidden 
seems reasonable believe that the parent birds, alarmed 
our long stay about their nests. carried them another 
part the island. 

July 4th, three blue bands, numbered 404755, 404759, 
and 404760, were placed the tarsi three more Common 
Terns. Numbers 404755 and 404760 occupied the same nest 
the open sand, and 404759 was found some five feet away 
with one unhatched egg. The first two birds weighed ten 
grams each, and the third twelve grams. The same day 
three green bands were placed Roseate Terns, each bird 
occupying separate nest placed about twenty feet apart 
the long grass. The numbers were 404756, 404757, and 
404758. fourth band, numbered 404752, colored yellow, 
was used fourth Roseate that nested the open sand 
the east side the island just above high-water mark, very 
exposed location. These young Roseates were fresh from the 
egg and weighed follows: 


grams 


The variation weight these four birds may perhaps have 
been due the fact that the two heaviest had been recently 
fed, while the two lightest ones may have been empty. was, 
however, impossible determine this with certainty. 
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The downy plumage the young Roseates much less 
mottled than that the Common, being grayish-black above 
and white below. tarsi, bill, and toes are black. 
small white spot occurs the end the upper mandible. 
Roseate Tern number 404756 was found dead the nest the 
day after was banded (July appeared not have 
been The tall wooden nest-marker was blown over and 
rested about two feet above the nest the grass, and perhaps 
this frightened the parent birds and kept them away. 

will noted upon examining the table weights that 
the young gained from four ten grams daily. The amount 
food that they were able receive one time was enormous. 
One fish, (species unknown), fed whole Common Tern 
not over four days old, weighed three grams and measured 
two and one half inches length. sand fed 
Common Tern approximately one week old was six inches 
length—so long that when swallowed the tail protruded well 
beyond the bill the Tern. fish fed another Common 
Tern the same age measured three and three quarters 
inches. far was able determine, the parents fed 
regurgitation for the first two days, and after that time 
small fish lance were fed whole the and were eagerly 
swallowed them. 

During the four years that have banded young Common 
and Roseate Terns this island (having banded over 12,000), 
have found only one bird that was not bird 
was pure albino with pink tarsi, bill, and eves. parasites 
were found the young the nests. 

extraordinary sight was noted July Two 
Common Terns approximately two-thirds’ grown were found 
attempting devour young birds their own kind that had 
just hatched. The older birds had swallowing 
the younger the extent their heads and and lay 
stretched out the sand with the bodies the baby Terns 
extending front them. seemed impossible believe 
that much the small birds could absorbed the 
larger, vet the bill, head, and neck were well their 
gullets, and our approach the birds ran ahead the sand 
with the dead baby Terns dangling from their bills. 

The details fairly successful weighings three Common 
Terns and two Roseate Terns follow 
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July 
July 
July 
July 


July 
July 
July 
July 


July 


July 
July 
July 


July 


July 
July 


July 
July 
July 


July 
July 
July 
July 


July 
July 
July 
July 


July 
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COMMON 
404755 
Nest Open Sand—No. 404760 Same Nest 


grams. 


Found one foot from nest behind wooden marker, shade. 
Quills wing beginning show blue under side. 
Rectrices scarcely visible: can felt. 
S—Weight grams. 
10—No weight taken: severe storm. 
grams. 
White gone from tip mandible. 
grams. 
Bird back nest. 


13—Could not found. 
14— oe oe 
15—Weight grams. 
Rectrices quite distinct. 
16—Not found again. 


COMMON TERN 
No. 404760 
Nest Open Sand—No. 404755 Same Nest 


6— 16 


one foot from nest. behind wooden marker, shade. 
Plumage changes same No. 404755. 

S—Weight grams. 

10—No weight taken; severe storm. 


11—Weight grams. 
Bird feet from spot gone from tip man- 
dible. 
found 
15—Found dead 300 yards from nest. 
COMMON TERN 
No. 404759 
Nest, Open Sand—Single Egg Nest 
grams. 
Plumage changes same No. 404755. 
grams. 


Found several feet from nest behind wooden marker, shade. 
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July 
July 


July 


Born 


July 
July 


July 


July 
July 


July 


July 
July 


July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 


July 


July 


July 
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grams 

nest hatched this morning. Weight grams 
Banded with vellow band No. 404761 

weight severe storm 

Could not found 

Weight grams. 

Not found again 


BAND 404757 

grams. 

(An egg nest that did not 

Weight grams. 

Found foot out nest beneath clump 

Weight grams. 

Plumage changes same Common 404755, 

Weight grams. 

Down disappearing bend wing and spot back. 

Blue quills just showing. 

Weight grams. 

weight taken; heavy storm 

Weight grams. 

Found under long board the tall grass, six feet 
from Down gone from under wings, also from top 
head and about eves. Quills show 
down gone from back. 

Could not 


BAND No. 

Weight grams. 

Found just out nest under long grass. 
Weight grams. 
changes same 404755. 
Weight grams. 
Plumage changes same 404757 
Weight grams 
weight taken; severe storm 
Weight grams. 
Found feet from changes same 

Weight grams. 
White spot bill 
Could not found. 


Weight grams. 
Primaries and secondaries showing 
Not found again 


addition the above, Common Tern No. weighed 
eleven grams when born and nineteen grams two 
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ward; and Roseate Tern No. 404752 weighed sixteen grams 
the day birth. 

The following columns give the individual and average 
weights thirty-six full-grown young Common Terns and 
seven full-grown Roseate Terns: 


COMMON TERN TERN 

Grams Grams Grams 

104 20 100 

102 24 110 

106 weight 92.4 grams 
102 
110 

100 

110 
110 
IS a0 


Av. weight 100.29 grams 


Massachusetts. 


NOTES FINCHES 
MAGEE 


READ with great deal interest the article the 
Eastern Purple Finch Mr. and Mrs. Whittle the last 
Bulletin (July, think are more than 
the note page might indicate. should have explained 
feel pretty sure bird the vear, marked “young,” and 
the crimson plumage and some cases such bird 
age. No. 58864, referred the article, was banded May 12, 
1923. September 4th repeated, still the dull plumage. 


Seemed very thin, omitted in averaging weights 
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was not the traps during 1924, but returning May 
1925, appeared adult male plumage. This change must 
have taken place the 1924 bird, therefore, was 
1922 bird that did not acquire adult male plumage until 
1924, until two years old. 

statement, young males trapped the spring 
acquire the adult plumage does not mean birds 
the but those the year before. makes these 
birds vear old and most males that age, but there 
are many exceptions, the history No. 58864 shows. 

Young birds can identified when they come into the 
traps soon after leaving the but later, particularly after 
they start their post-juvenal give have tried 
for number years but ean deteet positive difference 
between young males and many adult females. 

have not yet found any way telling the young males 
ing the skin the angles the mouth just before the birds 
start molting. adult males the skin changes first what 
would deep yellow, next orange-vellow, then orange, 
red-orange, and, some the most highly colored old males, 
birds develop this orange coloration and some eases red- 
orange. trap one these birds after molting 
that was not male. show that No. A74319, 
banded September voung-of-the-vear, returned this 
vear (1927) July 22d with the skin angle mouth red- 
orange and with molting started. The bird repeated Sep- 
tember just about male plumage, tail half 
grown, With the skin angle mouth bright orange, and with 
new wing feathers not all fully grown. The wing and tail 
feathers were edged with reddish. 

Purple Finches move about quite little, and the first 
come the spring are largely males. After several hundred 
birds have been banded, one finds that repeats are mostly 
birds banded rather recently, the first ones banded having 
moved along. This keeps until the birds start 
nest, when they remain about for month 
the movement resumed. For some time after nesting very 
few old males are much evidence, but later the fall good 
visit the station. 

divide this species into five classes, based certain habits: 

(1) few that may appear time, spring, summer. and fall 
(2) Those that come along early spring and late fall 
Those that appear only the spring 
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(4) Those that are here nest. 
(5) Those that appear only the 


One obtains the greatest number returns the spring, but 
there are quite number only secured later the year. Since 
July 1927, have had returns forty-one. these, three 
were banded after July 1923, and five banded after July 
1924; none these forty-one has ever been trapped any 
following year until after July ten banded 1925, 
only one was banded previous July Ist, and one banded 
after July Ist was trapped May, 1926, and the twenty- 
three banded last year, two were trapped May; all the 
others after July Ist. Thus, thirty-seven, over ninety per- 
cent, the forty-one returns sinee July had never been 
traps any time previous July fact, the earliest 
date July 9th, and most them are August and 
September. 

have never had this species about house winter, 
although three four within the past fifteen 
years, have seen stray one two, and one oceasion six 
were seen near the winter. The birds are 
rather irregular their arrival and departure. records 
for the past twelve years show dates first arrival from 
March 7th April 22d, and dates departure from 
November 25th. 

Thus far have been able prove several Finches six 
years age, more five years old, and goodly number 
four age. 

This year September 11th inclusive have banded 
1168 Purple Finches and have had 213 returns, and totals 
for this species alone started banding are 6157 banded, 
with 663 returns. total returns are made adding 
the returns for each year together. The actual number 
birds returning would less some birds have returned for 
several years. Every bird was trapped within seventy-five 
feet dining-room window. 

Seven Purple Finches have been reported the Bio- 
logical Survey follows: 


September 1923, was found dead May 
1924, near farmhouse about three and miles 
Tennessee. 

No. June 30, 1925, was killed 1926, 
near Smackover, Arkansas. 

No. Banded June 23, 1925, killed 
Sparrow, July 14, 1926, Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, just across the 


th 


Bulletin the 


river from trapping station. Was reported party from 
Jersey City, New Jersey, who was touring through Canada. 

No. 164845. Banded August 1925, was found lawn August 
11, 1926, the Village Pickford, twenty-four miles south the Soo. 

No. 160792. Banded May 29, 1925, was killed January 22, 1927, 
Evensville, Tennessee, about thirty-five miles southeast Sparta. 

No. 190684. Banded May 26, 1926, was shot some boys near 
Bonnieville, February 22, and reported the 
rural mail-carrier. 

No. 511952. Banded July 22, 1927, collected August 31. 
Munuskong twenty miles southeast Soo. 


Information received from Arkansas, and 
Tennessee that numerous flocks Purple Finches winter 
those States. 


WOODPECKERS 


DOWNY 


WHITTLE 
fledgling Downy Woodpeckers (birds juvenal plumage), 
pupescens describes young male, 
shot Upton, Maine, August which had his white 
areas, both above and below, greenish-vellow 
not known whether this color determination was 
made the time the bird was later from skin 
collection. 

The writer finds that the this plumage-color 
medianus, though not usually the white portions 
the upper parts, very common. During the 
vears, both New and Cohasset, 
Massachusetts, numerous instances the sort have come 

the Bulletin this Association for January, 1926, pages 
and 15, attention was called this phenomenon 
shade color being given when most 
yellow) was also observed the under parts two adult 
female birds taken November and December, 1925. 


Descriptions of First Vlumage in Various Species of North Ameries: 
Nuttall Ornithologice! Club, Vol. IS7S, Pt. 4, p. 180 


Birds,’ Bulletin of 
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This note places record several more recent 
adult Downies having the under parts 
well the normally white portions the outer pairs 
retrices—birds several years old, one No. 62904, banded 
Cohasset, August 31, 1923, and July 31, 1927, 
during the molt; the other, No. 117458 (male), banded 
Peterboro, May 1925, the observation being made August 21, 
1927, the time the molt was nearly completed. August 
28, 1927, the yellow under parts this bird appeared con- 
spicuously good light distance twenty feet. 

These two examples old birds with vellowish outer tail 
feathers are the only two instances the kind observed me. 
Ridgway makes reference this coloration 
either old birds, and the natural that 
museum collections bird-skins this race not show 
noticeable buff yellow under parts outer tail feathers, 
facts indicating that these colors fade course time and 
probably latter aspect the matter perhaps 
illustrated the faintness the vellow color the adult 
birds described above taken November and December, 
three four months after the completion the From 
records note that Downies captured from January Ist 
until the time the birds-of-the-vear first come station 
are without noticeable vellowish coloration. 


GENERAL NOTES 


Gull-Banding Muskeget Island.—The morning July 12, 1927, 
dawned with thick fog present, and most, other mornings during July and 
August have also been Notwithstanding, left Martha’s Vineyard 
for Muskeget Island with two helpers band Laughing Gulls (Larus 
atricilla). reached the island about noon, when banding work began 
one unaccustomed the clamor countless sea-birds, the commotion 
during banding operations provides thrill not forgotten years. 
Thousands Laughing Gulls and Common and Roseate Terns here, 
and the colony Herring Gulls has grown from nothing few years ago 
least hundred pairs was laughable sight see the clumsy 
half-grown Herring Gulls off with their rolling 
gait. Often the young Herring Gulls would hide alone groups three 
four the long grass the breeding-ground, and such birds were found 
with comparative ease. The birds Smith’s Point, sand-bar 
belonging Muskeget Island, however, have grass hide in, their 
habit run down the surf and just tumble in. They can swim 
soon born and they have fear the surf. They get tossed about 
good deal and seem some distress when the ocean rough, but 
after few moments they come back land, and very time the 
sun dries out the down with which the are covered and they lose 
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that half-drowned look and become the spotted grey puff-balls they were 
before the swim. 

The larger Herring Gulls, birds that were about ready fly when banded, 
were very easily handled, fact more than the younger ones. would 
locate bird group the grass the main island and simply pull out 
from under bird one its legs, band it. and then the next one, the 
bird remaining just where was. 

banded about one hundred Herring Gulls and about many Laughing 
Gulls. 

One the nestling Laughing Gulls shown the cover this number 
the Bulletin, and the accompanying plate shows the nests and eggs 
the Roseate Tern and the Laughing Gull. were 
Heath Hen Reservation, Massachusetts. 


Savannah and White-throated Sparrow the 
winter season 1926, banded Summerville, South Carolina, twenty- 
three Savannah Sparrows (Passerculus sandwichensis savanna) and ninety- 
five White-throated Sparrows these, three 
the former species and seven the latter species returned 1927—13.00 
and 7.368 per cent respectively. 

The tabulated records these returns are follows: 


No. Banding Due Returning Date 

A51906 Mar. 20, 1926 Mar. 15, 1927 

Savannahs A51930 Mar. 21, 1926 Mar. 14, 1927 
Mar. 21. 1926 Mar. 15, 1927 

Jan. 19, 1926 Mar. 26, 1927 

44665 Jan. 25, 1926 1927 

44669 Jan. 25, 1926 Feb. 1927 

White-throats 181112 Feb. 25, 1926 Jan. 12, 1927 
IS1114 Feb. 26, 1926 Jan. 31, 1927 

181142 Apr. 12, 1926 Apr. 11, 1927 


mixed flock Savannah, Vesper, and Chipping Sparrows was noticed 
feeding the short grass golf course, causing move one 
traps this spot, where captured the twenty-three Savannahs noted. 
This was about March 20, 1926. The returns taken 1927 were captured 
very close the spot where the birds were banded. The birds were not 
baited fed either vear, except for two three days prior setting 
the trap, order get them used coming the spot where the trap 
was set. 

the seven White-throat returns, five were taken within two hundred 
feet where they were banded 1926, and these birds also returned 
the approximate spot where they were banded, without previous artificial 
feeding baiting being employed bring them there. 

Both the above cases emphasize the fact that these species apparently 
tend return the same spot pass the winter, the group aspect the 


Another Broad-winged Hawk have received notice 
from the Biological Survey that Broad-winged Hawk platypterus) 
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No. banded here July 1926, was killed John Yentock Bear 
makes total eleven recoveries out total forty-nine birds prey 
banded this region. 

Our work here has been unsatisfactory during the past breeding-season 
has rained eleven out thirteen Sundays. Hawks are not present 
normal numbers. first survey Hawks’ nests about the middle 
May showed but one nest out total nine good prospects 
visited. nests Red-shouldered Hawks containing total seven 
young were lost entirely, and four our young Duck Hawks disappeared 
from the nest, what unknown. spite our hard luck 
have added several good prospects our list for 
Huntington. September 1927. 


Recent Common Tern generally but 
unproven, that the Common Tern and other species 
Terns well, not breed during the first vear their life and that they 
not acquire the adult plumage until they are least one year old. 
Exactly what the immature plumage not known. Some birds may 
return north from their wintering area they may remain pass the 
summer the same territory where they wintered. 

The following recoveries recently received shed some light the 
subject: 


Banded Recovered 


Common 12, 1926 May 10, 1927 


13, 1926 June 17, 1927 
1926 May 28, 1927 
1926 June 10, 1927 


attempt was made secure the above specimens order that the 
plumage might examined, but the attempt was not successful. 

During the four vears that have worked this Tern colony Tern 
Island. Chatham, Massachusetts. have not observed 
wearing have examined all the dead Terns that found 
the Island and have carefully observed the living they allow 
close approach while resting the sand, but, stated above, have yet 
find adult banded Auburndale, Massa- 
chusetts 


Chestnut-sided Warbler Return. June 25, 1926, Holderness, 
New Hampshire, three Chestnut-sided Warblers were some ten days old 
the time they left the nest which had been reared. Two these 
birds were banded Harding, numbers A65059 and 
With the aid these two birds the mother was induced 
enter Chardonneret trap and became known No. 

We, however, are more interested No. which, season 
later, 1927, then proud and somewhat anxious parent, was raising brood 
young her nest was discovered and July Ist the 
young were banded, numbers and 14373. 

While photographing this nest discovered that the female carried 
days later she was trapped and identified 
the same time her mate was captured and banded, No. 14374. 
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The 1927 nestof No. 14374 and was estimated occurring 
about half mile from the nest which the latter was raised 1925. 
September 1927. 


Barred Owl this Bulletin for Vol. 
No. page 89, published note Owls containing 
the history the banding two Owls this species varia 
varia) June 12, August 12. 1927, one these birds, No. 
202701, was captured Mr. Lewin Bumpus South Wareham, Massa- 
chusetts, steel trap set for owls the edge trout pond from which 
these fish had been pilfered this Bumpus kept the bird 
captivity until September 11, 1927, when brought 
Bumpus had removed the band order send Washington. was 
returned him but attempting replace the tarsus two 
the tabs broke replaced with band No, the same day 
the bird was liberated half mile from where was banded. The bird was 
recovered five miles from Rock, Massachusetts, southerly 
Rock, Massachusetts, September 1927. 


The interesting article Mr. Magee appearing this number 
the Bulletin the occurrence the common American Robin (Planes- 
ticus migratorius) having unusually conspicuous chalky-white eye-rings 
especial importance owing the fact that states that such birds 
appear his banding station migrants from the North and that has 
not observed birds this species nesting about his home northern 
Michigan which possess these conspicuous markings. is, 
well known that Robins vary great deal this some even not 
possessing any white markings about their eves, and that 
broken white line over and under the eye regarded ornithologists 
characteristic adults both sexes and less conspicuously birds-of- 
the-vear, has not been shown that those birds having these markings 
prominently developed occupy northern nesting habitat that 
they possibly constitute race. 

the question hereby raised the distribution Robin having 
particularly conspicuous, chalky-white eve-ring (or above and 
below the eye), hoped that banders everywhere will keep the matter 
mind and will communicate their observations Mr. 
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Wire Suet Box cents 


BOOKS 


Old and rare, out-of-print books and 
pamphlets, bird magazines all publi- 
cations, complete, volumes sepa- 
tate numbers. Mail orders only. 


BOSTON BIRD BOOK CO. 


162 Boylston Street Boston 


FEED WILD BIRDS 


FISKE’S 
QUALITY MIXTURE 


CHOICE BIRD SEED 


Blended according the recommenda- 
tions the Northeastern Bird Banding 
Association for small and large birds. 
plump, recleaned Chick 
Millet, Hemp and Canary. 


Postage Extra 


FISKE SEED CO. 


New Leading Seed Store 


and Faneuil Hall Square 
Boston Mass. 


Out-of-Doors 
New England 


ILLUSTRATED LECTURES 
BIRDS, BEASTS, AND BLOSSOMS 


Dr. John May, Cohasset, Mass. 


small girl said “There were three whole 
schools there and you could have heard a pin 
drop.” 

The secretary Bird Club wrote “The 
lecture proved to be interesting and instruc- 
tive to both adults and children.” 

The Park Museum of Providence has 
crowded its lecture hall on three different 
occasions. 


ILLUSTRATED CIRCULAR REQUEST 


E 


THE “HIGGINS” LINE TRAPS 


For the Bird’s sake use Higgins traps. 
Made two, three, five mesh wire. 


What Banders write: 


The No. Mammal and Bird Trap—Price—3 mesh, 
$4.00. 


From Cleveland, Ohio: ‘‘Caught twelve rats two with one 

From Springfield, Mass.: twelve grav squirrels. Blue Jay. five 
Nuthatches, seven Chickadees, and two English Sparrows the first two 
weeks.” 


The No. Sparrow Trap—Price—2 mesh, $5.25. 
With fine mesh, $5.75. 


From Greenland, birds enter the trap with fine mesh readily, 
—no bills 


The No. Duplex—Price—3 mesh, $5.25 

Peterboro, H.: (four compartments) forty birds first 
week 

From Greenland, taken drip trap Song 
Sparrows, Vesper Sparrows, Baltimore Orioles, Purple 
Finches, Chipping Sparrows, Bluebirds, Goldfinches. and Yellow 

From Cohasset, Mass.: ‘‘Have taken the trap nineteen 
species birds, including seven species 


The No. trap nesting-box—Price $1.25. 
From Greenland, H.: twelve boxes purchased last spring all 
used. Can use twenty-five 


Protector Nesting Boxes $1.10 each delivered. 
Higgins’ and combination. two-in-one 
trap. One end, the No. entrance automatic. The 
other end, No. pull string. Both traps for 
the price one. 
Two-mesh wire—$5.75 
Three-mesh wire—$5.75 
Five-mesh wire—$6.00 
All traps smoothly finished, sharp corners injure the birds. 
nicely painted, loam color. 
Suet-holders—30 cents each—6 more cents each. 


free 


